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World Conservation and Exhibitions Centre (British Museum Extension)
Architects Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
Construction Manager Mace and PJ Careys, the substructure contractor
Construction will be ongoing to the end of 2013

Reinforced concrete wall by piled concrete rigs
Piling rigs: 100 tonnes, height 30 metres

Rigs drill boreholes depth 20 metres



total length of piles – 12,000m
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General Six of the objects from A History of the 
World in 100 objects are within 2–3m of site

Total area of the WCEC – 18,000m2

68% of the building is below
ground level

40 NBA regulation size
basketball courts

Volume of concrete in piles – 21,250m3 One Titanic and two Wembley arches 

(with a bit to spare)

Volume of concrete in basement –
7,200m3

Volume of soil to be excavated –
37,000m3

Tonnage of steel – 1,500 tonnes Eight blue whales

Two tennis courts, 20m in height

15 Olympic-sized swimming pools

30 laps of a 400m running track/
the height of Mount Everest, with 10 
Shards standing on top of it

that’s equivalent to..


