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Nelson Atkins Museum double skin facade detail

At the heart of the addition’s lenses is a structural concept merged with a light and air distribu-
tor concept: "Breathing T’s" transport light down into the galleries along their curved under-
sides while carrying the glass in suspension and providing a location for HVAC ducts. The
double-glass cavities of the lenses gather sun-heated air in winter or exhaust it in summer.
Optimum light levels for all types of art or media installations and seasonal flexibility require-
ments are ensured through the use of computer-controlled screens and of special translucent
insulating material embedded in the glass cavities.



