
HIGH PERFORMANCE GLAZING
to protect the inside from UV rays and 
direct lighting

CURTAIN WALL
aluminium. to hold the glass facade and 
provide hardware access to other floors

SPIGOT JUNCTION
to connect pipes

ACOUSTIC ATENUATOR
to stop the facade noise for 
coming in

RAISED ACCESS FLOOR
to facilitate access to the handware 
devices of the library

SMALL CIRCLE
aluminium

LARGE CIRCLE
aluminium 

TRENCH HEATER

WIND RESTRAIN
holds the new facade 
onto the previous one

SMALL CIRCLE JUNCTIONS
every big circle fits 3 small ones

INSULATION
against fire, noise, 
temperature, etc

WEEK 2 - Leticia Dadalto

BIRMINGHAM LIBRARY FAÇADE
mecanoo architects
burohappold engineering
carillion building west midlands

in 2006 birmingham city council ran a com-
petition with RIBA to decide the office to 
build the new library, a “world class land-
mark”. in 2008 was announced that meca-
noo was the winner. 

the project was built between 2010 and 
2013 and cost 188.8 million pounds. the 
interior of the building receives outside 
lighting with the facade shade in a beautiful 
embroidery pattern.

to reflect the intention of the building, 
the opening ceremony was lead by Malala 
Yousafzai, who said “Let us not forget that 
even one book, one pen, one teacher can 
change the world”


